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On the art of flattering the great, Sir Henry Taylor
makes many wise observations. Compliments should not
be made on the spur of the occasion and seem prompted
by it, but proffered after some interval of time, as some-
thing which has dwelt in the flatterer's mind, and been
long remembered by him. It was, moreover, the grace of
flattery so to let your compliments fall that, as he put it,
' you shall seem to consider them as a matter of indifference
to whom they are addressed/ The mode of flattery,
however, which being at once safe and efficacious is best
adapted to the purposes of a statesman, was the flattery
of listening, of seeming to drink in every word that is said
with thirsty ears, since, as Taylor aphoristically put it:
' No siren did ever so charm the ear of the listener as the
listening ear has charmed the soul of the siren/

Such, then, were some of the tricks of the statesman, and
such were the arts of rising in the world, as Sir Henry Taylor
expounded them, which, he said, it would be quite as
well for the statesman to despise as to practise. But was
it worth while to take all this trouble ? No, it wasn't,
he answered, with some emphasis. Few people deliberately
concluded with themselves that happiness in life is to be
best promoted by accomplishing the objects of ambition.
Why then, notwithstanding their better judgment, did
they devote their lives to this pursuit ? Did they not
desire to be happy ? Yes, they did, but the happiness
they pursued was their immediate satisfaction. The
rising from one step to another was really delightful; and
thus he said, writing as a statesman for other statesmen,
for the pleasure of the transition, ' we sacrifice the state/

Of even more interest are the wise and pregnant
sentences which abound in the writings of Walter Bagehot,
that country banker who was not only the profoundest
political thinker of his time, but also an accomplished
painter of moral portraits, and a penetrating critic of
literature as well. A few of his observations on the
behaviour of mankind in general are worth quoting.